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A big thankyou to our supporters who made it 
possible for us to help over 300,000 people in 
the Negev in 2013. By supporting individuals, 
families and communities through education and 
training, advancement of health, accommodation 
and housing, culture and heritage, employment, 
recreation and youth projects, we are nurturing 
and sustaining the future of the Negev.

We simply could not transform lives without your 
generous donations. Together we are making a 
significant difference.

thank you

 
about JnF uK
 
In 1901, at the Fifth Zionist Congress in 
Basle, the Jewish National Fund/Keren 
Kayemet LeIsrael (JNF/KKL) was founded. 
JNF/KKL was the vision of Theodor Herzl 
who, having witnessed incidents of anti-
semitism came to believe that it was time 
for Jews to return to and rebuild their 
ancestral homeland. To pursue this end, 
Herzl proposed the establishment of 
an organisation to purchase land for an 
independent Jewish state in Eretz Yisrael. 

In July 1939, JNF Charitable Trust (JNF CT) 
was registered as a charity in England and 
Wales. JNF CT is also known as JNF UK, a 
name it uses in order to avoid confusion. 

In our early years we bought land, planted 
trees, drained swamps, and built the 
infrastructure for a functioning state. Today 
JNF has adapted its mission to meet the 
challenges facing the State of Israel in 
the 21st Century.  We aim to develop new 
communities and regenerate rocket-stricken 
towns in the Negev, tackle unemployment, 
and help underprivileged youth.



Chairman’s review
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Israel’s development and future has and 
always will be of paramount importance. 
Our vision for the Negev is for it to be 
a place where communities thrive and 
make significant contributions to the 
country. With expanding opportunities 
we continue to envisage a Negev which 
is safe and thriving for families and 
communities to live the Zionist dream and 
make it a viable place for them to settle.

Theodor Herzl, the father of modern 
Zionism and founder of JNF pronounced 
“If you will it, it is no dream”. 

As Chairman of JNF UK for the past six 
years, I am inspired daily by the spirit 
of the Negev’s modern pioneers and 
overwhelmed by the continuous support 
from British Jewry to help us strengthen 
the state of Israel.

By increasing our remittances to Israel 
in 2013 we have been able to provide 
vital support to projects such as the 
Rehabilitation Centre for Autistic 
Infants and toddlers in Kiryat Gat, that 
delivers paramedical therapies and 
provides access to specialist paediatric 
psychiatrists and the Bikurim Music 
School in Eshkol, enabling gifted young 
teenagers the opportunity to be housed, 
trained and mentored to cultivate their 
musical potential. 

This year we have also focused our efforts 
on tackling high unemployment and poor 
infrastructure in the Negev by facilitating 
programmes which promote and provide 
opportunities for professional innovation 
and growth. One such project, ‘TheHive’ 
in Ashdod, an accelerator programme, 
provides entrepreneurs, immigrants 
and returning citizens with tools and 
mentoring to create and develop their 
own start-ups. Another example is 
the exciting ‘Mitzpe Ramon Business 
& Technology Hub’ which encourages 
companies to establish offices in the 
Negev, creating new job opportunities. 

With the continuous support and 
generosity of our donors we can continue 
to be the glue that binds Anglo-Jewry to 
the State of Israel. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank our generous donors for their 
continuous support, along with our 
committed staff and volunteers for their 
hard work and dedication.

 

Samuel Hayek 
Chairman, JNF UK

2013 has been yet another successful year 
for JnF uK. We have continued to make 
a substantive impact on Israel’s negev 
communities by developing, sustaining and 
improving both the vulnerable southern 
front-line towns and new flourishing 
communities through numerous projects
and partnerships with Israel’s truly inspiring 
new-generation pioneers and remarkable
grassroots organisations.
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looking back over 2013 gives me great 
confidence in the vision and mission of  
JnF uK, despite the very challenging 
environment that charities find themselves in.
 
With income of £14m and cash balances 
of £13m, our financial position remains 
very strong and much improved from 
the previous year. We are committed to 
controlling costs and improving efficiency 
and operations. A stronger JNF UK allows 
us to further our goals of investing in and 
supporting our vital projects in Israel.

JNF UK continues its resolute 
commitment to projects in Israel. 
This year, we have expended £5m 
on charitable activities, in line 
with last year’s activity.

In 2013, JNF UK made £5m in 
commitments to projects spanning a 
wide spectrum including education, 
training and employment, environment, 
culture, health, social welfare and youth 
projects.  Among the projects we 
supported, my personal highlights include 
the establishment of the Sapir Music 
College in Sderot and our partnership 
work with Derech Eretz, an education 
programme for marginalised youth.

As the giving market evolves and 
technology revolutionises our daily 
lives, charities must stay ahead and 
continually innovate to enable people 
to give in new ways. This is why in 2013 
we rebranded our charity accounts 
business as SmartGiving. We believe that 
our entire user base has benefited from 
a much improved website, offering a 
portfolio of online services with improved 
rates. In addition to this, SmartGiving 
is positioning itself as the number 
one giving platform within the Jewish 
community, facilitating thousands of 
charitable donations, processing nearly 
£8m over the past year.

I am very proud of the work we do at 
JNF UK and the results are evident across 
Israel’s Negev communities, which stand 
testament to your generous support 
and that of our committed staff and 
volunteers.

Matan toledano 
Chief Executive Officer, JNF UK
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£13.86
MIllIon

Income

£5m 
committed to
new projects

 

£585k 
financed 
education 
and training 
projects 

300k+
negev inhabitants 
supported 

£100k+
children 
supported  
through 
community 
projects 

£2m 
invested into 
advancement 

of health



Current 
projects

early Childhood Centre, Yerucham
JNF UK is proud to be developing an Early Childhood Centre in 
Yerucham. The Centre will cater for babies and children up to the 
age of six by providing subsidised day care, a wellbeing clinic and 
an after-school programme. This inclusive Centre will also cater 
for children with physical or psychological issues.  Furthermore, 
the Centre will enable low-income parents to return to work with 
confidence, knowing that their children are in safe hands.

This vital project will make a positive impact on Yerucham’s low-
income community which currently faces a lack of infrastructure as 
well as poor medical facilities. Through early investment in children, 
the Centre will target the root of poverty and create opportunities 
for a brighter future for Yerucham’s residents.
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Business & technology Hub, Mitzpe ramon
Traditionally the Negev’s brightest youths have left the region 
for Tel Aviv and Jerusalem after graduating high school. Many 
Negev towns offer few opportunities for young people outside of 
agriculture and tourism. 

JNF UK is working to turn things around by developing a new 
Business and Technology Hub in Mitzpe Ramon – a first step 
in reversing the region’s brain-drain. The Hub will create job 
opportunities, help strengthen cultural life and boost social 
integration in the Negev. One of JNF UK’s first established 
partners is McCann Erickson, a major force in the advertising 
industry. Encouraging start-ups and high-tech firms to make their 
home in the Negev is an exciting first stage in the transformation 
of the region’s economy.

theHive (Gvahim), ashdod
TheHive, partnered with JNF UK, is an accelerator programme 
initiated by the non-profit organisation Gvahim, who saw the need 
to promote entrepreneurship in the Negev.  The initiative is part 
of a long-term plan to develop the Negev in order to strengthen 
Israel’s economy.  The programme provides skilled immigrants 
and returning citizens with the tools and mentoring to create and 
develop their own start-ups. 

In July 2013, TheHive Ashdod opened its doors to its first 14 
entrepreneurs, from six different countries, who successfully 
launched start-ups in a variety of fields including mobile apps, web 
solutions, 3D printing, irrigation solutions and aerospace technology.
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Children,  
Yerucham



new projects
commitments

Desert Stars, nitzana
The Negev is populated by a diverse community of people and a 
rapidly expanding Bedouin minority. The disparities between these 
groups are growing, and the Bedouin community in particular is 
being left behind. This has led to a growing sense of alienation 
among young Bedouin, who feel increasingly isolated from Israeli 
society. As a result, many of the youth are failing to access higher 
education and integrate into the work force.

JNF UK is investing in the future of the Bedouin community 
through the Desert Stars organisation. Initiated by a group of 
passionate visionaries who saw the need to nurture potential 
leaders of the Bedouin community, this project provides 
youngsters with a rich educational and personal development 
programme that will enable them to lead their community to a 
better future. 

arad Youth Centre
Many towns in the Negev lack the facilities teenagers require to 
transition confidently into adulthood. JNF UK is dedicated to 
empowering leadership in Israel’s youth by encouraging them to 
fill their time with positive experiences. To this end, JNF UK has 
committed to developing a number of Youth Centres in Negev towns.

The Arad Youth Centre will serve 1,500 youngsters aged 11 to 16, 
including those with special needs, by providing a safe place for them 
to enjoy leisure time, receive guidance and take part in pre-army 
orientation exercises. The Centre will help boost volunteering and 
community involvement amongst Arad’s youth.

renovation of the town entrance, Yerucham
The entrance to the isolated desert town of Yerucham is neglected, 
blank and depressing. Its uninviting appearance lacks any greenery, 
a welcome sign and landscaping. In addition, the absence of a 
pedestrian crossing makes it extremely hazardous for local residents.

This renovation project will lay the foundations for Yerucham’s 
development, fuelling a sense of pride amongst its ambitious 
residents to achieve their dream of building a prosperous desert town.

JNF UK is proud to be committed to Yerucham’s development 
through this and several other projects.
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Desert Stars,  
Nitzana

TheHive (Gvahim) 
– Ashdod



 

 
 

personal Stories
 In 2013, with your support, JnF uK changed the lives of thousands of people.

 

Bikurim Music School, eshkol
JNF UK has established a new residential music 
school in the Eshkol region of the Negev, creating a 
centre of musical excellence to discover and mentor 
talented young individuals of the region and beyond.

Bikurim is the brainchild of Dr Jonathan Dekel-Chen, 
who was concerned that the lack of a local music 
and performing arts school was discouraging many 
gifted Negev youngsters from pursuing advanced 
studies in these fields.

Until now young Negev residents with the ability 
to pursue further studies in music were forced to 
choose between relocating many hours from their 
homes or abandoning their aspirations.

Bikurim is more than just music. The school 
offers world-class tuition, attracting students and 
new investment to a corner of the Negev more 
commonly associated with rocket attacks.

Tal, 15, lives in Moshav Sde Nitzan. Both his parents 
are part-time teachers and part-time farmers. Tal 
studied singing and guitar at his regional musical 
academy for three years. Having outgrown the level 
of musical tuition the academy provided, he applied 
for a place at the Bikurim Music School where he 
will exploit and cultivate his exceptional musical 
potential.

 “Bikurim is more than a school. 
thanks to JnF uK it is a life-
changing opportunity for young 
artists like me to feel confident 
about following our dreams”.
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the eshkol 
Holocaust 
Survivors Club

During the Holocaust, Laizer, now 79, 
fled with his family to the Kortiless 
Forest in Ukraine to hide from Nazi 
occupation.  In 1958, after travelling 
to Canada and then America, Laizer 
and his wife Zehava settled in Kibbutz 
Urim in the Eshkol Region of the Negev, 
home to approximately 180 Holocaust 
survivors from Europe and North Africa. 

The JNF UK funded Eshkol Holocaust 
Survivors Club, established in 2012, 
provides a place for survivors to share 
their experiences in a familiar circle. 
Over 100 survivors participate regularly 
in a variety of club activities including 
excursions, drama workshops, lectures 
and other events.

“I enjoy activities in the 
JnF uK funded Holocaust 
Survivors Club. It provides 
me with a chance to relate 
my memories and most 
importantly it gives me 
strength to tell my story to 
the younger generation.”
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Derech eretz (the Way of the land)
Yigal grew up in Beit Shemesh in a single-parent 
Russian speaking household and expected to follow 
the usual path of graduating from high school and 
joining the IDF as a mechanic.  Following a school 
visit from Yonatan Kishinovsky, co-founder of the 
JNF UK funded Derech Eretz programme, Yigal’s 
perspective on his own future changed radically. 

Derech Eretz aims to give marginalised youth, aged 
17 to 21, the opportunity for life-changing growth, 
including pre-army support and preparation, 
ongoing mentorship during service, and post-army 
guardianship. The aim of Derech Eretz is to develop 
the abilities of high-potential teenagers, such as 
Yigal, from Israel’s social and geographic periphery, 
whose life circumstances such as academic failure, 
family instability or financial difficulty have affected 
their prospects for a bright future. The programme 
is designed to give students a compass for life, 
providing young people with an insight into the 
power of their own potential and what can be 
achieved through hard work.

Yigal was inspired by the vision, conviction and 
practical mentorship offered by Derech Eretz. He 
knew there and then that he had the potential 
to broaden his horizon. Instead of becoming a 
mechanic, Yigal has now joined an elite, classified 
Air Force unit - a position that he never would have 
dreamed of had it not been for Derech Eretz and 
JNF UK, and one that will open many professional 
doors in the future. He explains that the programme 
provided him with tools “to deal with setbacks 
on the way to my dreams, and the sense of 
responsibility to stand by the results of my actions.”

Yigal will return to Derech Eretz as a counsellor, in 
order to “give back to other kids what Derech Eretz 
gave to me.” He is optimistic that his generation 
can be made to realise that, “it is time to stop 
complaining and start doing.”

“Instead of fixing  
aeroplane engines, I’m  
going to fix the world”

personal Stories continued8



JDC Community Gardens, arad
For many years the Joint Distribution Committee 
(JDC) has sought to improve Israeli communities by 
creating communal gardens throughout the country. 

Community Gardens beautify neglected areas and 
are designed to be gathering places where people 
of diverse cultural backgrounds come together and 
share in a sense of communal solidarity. 

The JNF UK funded JDC Garden in Arad brings 
together communities from many different cultural 
backgrounds. The garden provides a safe haven 
for groups to interact and build social bonds 
through participating in activities and educational 
programmes.

Naomi, an Arad resident, explains that the garden 
strengthens community by providing greater 
neighbourhood cohesion and an awareness of the 
environment.

“twice a week the entire 
community gathers to play 
music, drink tea and eat bread 
that we make in the garden oven 
built from mud – it is an amazing 
eco-friendly environment for 
residents of all ages and cultural 
backgrounds to come together 
and enjoy. Without the garden we 
could not be a community that 
works together. ’’
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KKL Executor and Trustee Company (KKL) was 
established over 65 years ago as the first Jewish 
Trust Corporation in the UK. KKL is well known 
for its work in the field of Will drafting and estate 
planning, providing Legacies for its parent charity 
JNF Charitable Trust and other charities and 
making provision for relatives of clients in a tax 
efficient way.

KKL has a proud tradition of taking on the role of 
close family for its clients who are on their own in 
their autumn years.

Home visits and regular contact with clients by 
KKL’s truly dedicated team ensure relationships are 
far more than just a financial arrangement.

JnF uK Senior legacy Mission

In October 2013, the JNF UK Senior Legacy Mission 
began a ten-day adventure to discover the delights 
of Israel, both ancient and modern. This included 
activities such as a tour of a dairy farm in the Galilee 
and exploring the sites of Jerusalem, visiting the 
artists’ colony of Yemin Moshe and a poignant visit to 
Yad Vashem. The mission also showcased the wide 
spectrum of JNF UK projects helping to support the 
pioneering communities in the Negev.

The group visited the inspirational pioneers of 
Halutzit – a group of communities in the north-
western Negev.  Brought together by their 
evacuation during Israel’s 2005 disengagement 
from Gaza, this remarkable group of people, in 
the face of adversity and with the support of JNF 
UK, have turned barren desert land into thriving 
communities and a flourishing farmland.  JNF UK’s 
latest contribution towards building Halutzit came 
with the construction of a £1 million dormitory within 
the Naveh High School for Boys. Participants also 
visited Eran Raz farm to witness the important work 
of HaShomer HaChadash (The New Guardians). This 
JNF UK funded grassroots organisation protects 
vulnerable Negev farms from criminal gangs.

KKl’s highly qualified team will: 
• offer expert legal advice

•  reduce inheritance tax liability or eradicate it 
completely

•  ensure wills are legally watertight and validly 
executed

• act as Executor in estate administration 

 

www.kkl.org.uk 
020 8732 6101 
wills@kkl.org.uk

KKl10

executor & trustee Company limited

Mission participants  
visiting Naveh High School



the Difference a legacy  
Can Make

JNF UK received a substantial Legacy 
from Mr Alan Lewis, which was dedicated 
to funding medical research at the Soroka 
University UK Medical Centre.

Part of the research will be carried out 
through the Soroka JNF UK Clinical 
Research Scholars Programme. This 
JNF UK funded scholarship programme 
supports the career development of 
people who have dedicated their working 
life to clinical investigation, aspiring to 
become independent, established and 
ethical leaders in their field.
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online Charity account and Fundraising platform 

SmartGiving is an online charitable giving platform 
that enables users to manage all giving in one secure 
place by facilitating online donating and fundraising.

SmartGiving is similar to an online bank account, 
enabling users to deposit funds and make donations 
to charities of their choice. When a user tops-up their 
account, the Gift-Aid rebate is transferred to their 
account, leaving users 25% better off to donate at 
their discretion.

Whether users are running a marathon, scaling a 
mountain or organising a cake sale, SmartGiving 
is the ideal tool to fundraise for any worthy cause. 
The secure platform allows users to create personal 
fundraising pages which can be easily shared, helping 
fundraisers to effortlessly reach their target.   

In addition, SmartGiving offers a payroll giving scheme 
for organisations to provide to employees. Employees 
are able to donate to charities of their choice directly 
through their gross salary. The scheme provides tax 
incentive benefits for both employers and employees. 

As a registered not-for-profit organisation, 
SmartGiving charges minimal fees to cover basic 
running costs and any surplus goes towards 
supporting vital projects in Israel.

 

www.smartgiving.org.uk 
0800 358 1191 
info@smartgiving.org.uk 

SmartGiving – www.smartgiving.org.uk12



the past year has been a great success for 
SmartGiving; £8m in donations were paid  
out to charities and SmartGiving’s income  
to JnF uK projects in the negev totalled  
over £250,000.

rehabilitation Centre for autistic Children, 
Kiryat Gat

Increasing numbers of children in the Negev are diagnosed with 
autism and until now they had little access to professional support.  
The Rehabilitation Centre for Autistic Children in Kiryat Gat provides 
treatments including speech therapy, occupational therapy, 
physiotherapy and follow-up psychiatry. SmartGiving’s contribution 
facilitated the renovation of the Centre’s treatment rooms so they 
could be tailored to each infant’s specific needs.

Youth leadership Community Centre, 
Yerucham

The Youth Leadership Community Centre runs a programme 
aiming to empower youths living in Yerucham to become leaders of 
tomorrow.  The programme teaches these young people essential 
leadership skills and the importance of responsibility and giving 
back to the community through volunteering.

SmartGiving’s contribution transformed a run-down building into 
a community facility that now supports over 50% of Yerucham’s 
youth who are taking part in the programme. The Centre houses 
four activity rooms, three offices and an active outdoor green space 
for activities and fun.

SmartGiving – www.smartgiving.org.uk 13



Financial activities

Selected financial information for the year ended  
December 2013

Income
Donations
Legacies
Investment income and interest
KKL charity accounts
total income

Remittances to Israel 
Remittances to UK charities
Fundraising costs
Other costs
Property value adjustment
total
    
net movement in funds 
Fund balances brought forward
Fund balances at end of year

Summary consolidated balance sheets as at 31 December
    

    
Fixed assets
    

Debtors 
Investments
Cash at bank and in hand 
Current assets
    
Project commitments

net assets
    
represented by    
Unrestricted funds 
Restricted funds 

    

The figures set out above have been extracted from the audited accounts of JNF CT and its associated charities for the year ended 
31 December 2013. The auditors, RPG Crouch Chapman LLP, have issued unqualified audit reports in respect of these accounts.
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Total 2012
£’000 

1,705
5,383

592
9,857

17,537

4,973
6,820

710
151
100

12,754

4, 783
8,933

13,716

2012
£’000
2,033

5,453
250

11,462
17,165

(5,482)

13,716

5,209
8,507

13,716

  
 

total 2013
£’000

1,410
4,491

307
7,647

13,855

4,978
7,721
692
94

(150)
13,335

520
13,716
14,236

2013
£’000
2,168

6,822
-

12,832
19,654

(7,586)

14,236

7,012
7,224

14,236
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