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Family anger as Egypt shows 
strained face of pills smuggler 

Celebrated at last...the music
written in Nazi death camps
and collected over 30 years

Laura Plummer, filmed in prison church

Mr Caboo with Ms Plummer

By Michael Knowles

By Anil Dawar

MUSIC composed by Jewish  
prisoners in German concentra-
tion camps has received a world 
premiere in Jerusalem.

The songs and orchestral 
pieces, some originally written on 
sheets of toilet paper, were played 
at an emotional concert to  
honour the six million Jewish 
people killed by Adolf Hitler. 

The Notes Of Hope event was 
made possible by money from 
Jewish National Fund-UK and 
formed the early fruits of a  
continuing labour of love for  
Italian composer and conductor 
Professor Francesco Lotoro. 

The 63-year-old started 
researching in 1988 and gathered 
the work of professional musi-
cians, music hall and cabaret 
stars and gifted amateurs.

“There was an explosion of  
creativity in the camps,” he said. 
“It was a reaction to the horror.”

One song was performed by 
85-year-old Holocaust survivor 
Aviva Bar-On. 

The song was written by  
concentration camp nurse Ilse 
Weber, who taught it to Mrs  
Bar-on before she was sent to the 
gas chambers in Auschwitz.

Mrs Bar-On was nine when she 
learned three of Ilse Weber’s 
songs by pretending to be ill – and 
being sent to the infirmary. 

She said: “The musical life in 
the ghetto was very rich.

“It is important for me to sing 
the songs. Emotionally it is very 
hard, it reminds me of Ilse.”

Prof Lotoro came across the 
nurse’s notebook with her poetry 
and song lyrics and Mrs Bar-On 
then sang him the tunes, which 
he orchestrated.

Other songs performed 
included Tango In Auschwitz, 
written by 12-year-old Irke 
Yanowski, a piece in which she 
yearns for the time before the war 
when she danced and sang freely.

Prof Lotoro has found, tran-
scribed and pieced together 
works written on toilet paper, on 
X-ray sheets and stamps. He also 
searched national archives.

Since he started, the conductor 
has discovered some 8,000 pieces 
in whole or partial form. He has 
reconstructed about 400 of them.

Chairman of Jewish National 
Fund-UK Samuel Hayek said  
yesterday: “What has been done 
is important because there are 
fewer and fewer Holocaust survi-
vors alive. It is such a sad story 
but the event was joyous at the 
same time.” Conductor Francesco Lotoro before the concert and, top, on the rostrum

Joyous

A BRITISH woman jailed for 
smuggling painkillers into 
Egypt has been paraded in 
front of cameras.

Laura Plummer was filmed 
sitting in a makeshift church 
inside Cairo’s notorious 
al-Qanater prison over Easter.

Her distraught family 
yesterday told how the 
33-year-old “doesn’t bear any 
resemblance” to the woman 
who left for a two-week 
holiday last October.

Ms Plummer, from Hull, was 
jailed after carrying 290 
Tramadol pills into the 
country for her Egyptian 
partner Omar Caboo.

The tablets, for his back 
problem, are banned in Egypt. 

Laura’s sister Jayne said 
yesterday: “It’s so hard to see 
her like this. 

“We’ve obviously been out 
to see her regularly but she 

isn’t the same woman who 
left for a two-week holiday in 
the sun. She doesn’t bear any 
resemblance to her. 

“Our mother is in bits and 
has complained to the 
Foreign Office. There doesn’t 
seem to be any urgency to 
review Laura’s case.”

The Foreign Office said last 
night: “We continue to do all 
we can to support Laura and 
her family.”
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To book call 0330 100 3368* Quote ROEXPRESS
Visit warnerhotels.co.uk Book by 25 April 2018

Every Warner break includes:
Fantastic accommodation | Breakfasts and three-course evening meals | Exciting activities

Use of leisure facilities | Live music and shows every night | Just for grown-ups

Your seaside escape on the Isle of Wight

PRICE
FROM JUST

£169*

PER PERSON
PER BREAK

*Small Print: Prices are ‘from’ prices, per person per break, based on 2 people sharing Standard accommodation half board accommodation. All offers are
subject to availability, new bookings only, applicable to groups of up to 19 people and can be withdrawn without prior notice. Prices are correct at time of printing.
Calls (including calls from any type of line including mobile, BT, other fixed line or payphone) cost no more than calls to (01 or 02) geographic numbers. All
holidays booked less than 10 weeks of the holiday start date must be paid in full. Full terms and conditions apply as stated on the website. All persons in your
booking must be over 21 years old. Bourne Holidays Limited (trading as Warner Leisure Hotels) is a company registered in England and Wales with company
number 01854900 whose registered office is 1 Park Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire HP2 4YL.

NORTON GRANGE COASTAL VILLAGE, ISLE OF WIGHT
8 June 2018, 3 nights half board

What you can enjoy on your break:

• Top Tribute with Beyond Faith – a tribute
to George Michael

• Soak up the stunning views across the
Solent from our Waterfront coffee lounge

• Try archery, rifle-shooting, or have a quick
round on our pitch and putt course

• If you feel like taking it easy, have a
leisurely swim in the indoor pool

• Great days out in the region include the
famous yachting town of Cowes or the
amazing views from The Needles

Norton Grange is a perfect base for exploring, with inspiring countryside, historic houses,
ancient monuments, beautiful beaches, charming coastal towns, and tranquil villages right
on your doorstep.
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